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Useful Aphorism #1:  A brilliant plan to turn the front rooms of your old library into a water feature is not much help if what you really need is a children’s department.

Useful Aphorism #2:  A badly built historic library is a badly built library.
Useful Aphorism #3:  Despite our attachment to an historic library, if no one can park anywhere near it, it’s a bad idea to spend millions fixing it up.

Useful Aphorism #4:  Never miss the opportunity to buy land next door to your library.  If you wait until you need it, someone will have converted the space into a Post Office, a telephone switching center, or a wedding chapel.

Useful Aphorism #5:  Common sense and historic preservation are sometimes total strangers.
Useful Aphorism #6:  Expanding and remodeling historic buildings correctly is not for people who complain about the high prices at Wal-Mart.

Useful Aphorism #7:  Expanding a handsome building doesn’t do much good if part of the adult department ends up down the block and around the corner.

Useful Aphorism #8:  People in wheelchairs will not love your library in spite of its being inaccessible.  The courts will agree with them.

Useful Aphorism #9:  As long as you have light-colored ceilings, there’s no conflict between good indirect lighting and historic interiors.

Useful Aphorism #10:  No one benefits from libraries that feel like caves.  If you can’t raise the ceilings, lower the floors.

Useful Aphorism #11:  Window air conditioning units are noisy and drippy and lead to uncertain humidity, but they make up for all of that by being inefficient.

Useful Aphorism #12:  Hide your wiring.  The artistic effect of historic oak woodwork is not improved by masses of galvanized conduit.

Useful Aphorism #13:  Low window sills are (as Martha would say) A Good Thing.  Sitting and reading by a window loses a lot when all you can see is sky.

Useful Aphorism #14:  When the design of your building shouts “This way in,” it’s a good idea to have a door there.

Useful Aphorism #15:  Open access shelving matters to public library users.  If you can’t fumble happily around in the books, you might as well use Amazon.com.

Useful Aphorism #16:  When you expand an historic library, be careful not to concentrate all the usable space in the new addition.

Useful Aphorism #17:  When you connect your old and new buildings with an atrium and skylight, you simultaneously gain internal separation, glare, reverberation, rainstorm racket, and leakage.

Useful Aphorism #18:  Today’s strikingly contemporary addition is tomorrow’s avocado and orange addition.

Useful Aphorism #19:  It’s hard to raise money for a proposed library that looks like a car wash.

Useful Aphorism #20:  “It’s always tempting to impute unlikely virtues to the cute.” 

Useful Aphorism #21:  Carnegie buildings will still be standing a century after the microcomputer we bought in 2006 has returned to the dust from whence it sprung.  

Except for Useful Aphorism #20, which is a quote from Ogden Nash, 
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